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When news and events unfold, people turn to media for information, 

interpretation and, ultimately, analysis. Newspaper as a print organ of journalism 

becomes a point of reference especially for the elites. Interestingly, most readers 

dogmatically agree with newspapers’ views than other media’s because they are largely 

perceived to be neutral; little do they realise that these newspapers are also 

ideologically-driven. This paper examines an editorial of Hallmark newspaper using a 

multi-disciplinary approach of Critical Discourse Analysis as an analytical tool. The 

analysis established, among others, that editorial as an opinion-cum-identity discourse 

creates a distinctive “social identity” by positively evaluating the actions and 

behaviours of the in-group as against the negative evaluation of the out-group. The 

paper concludes that newspaper editorials are neither neutral nor objective. They are 

influenced by relation of power, and ideologically inclined. 
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Calling time for the nonsense in Port Harcourt
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 can, should, must, may, 

ought to,

must should 

may could 

thematic structure.
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theme rheme.
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Inclusion, Exclusion, 

Activation, Subjection, Beneficialisation, Functionalisation, 

Possessivation, Classification, Formalisation, Objectivation, 

Genericisation, Individualisation, Nomination, Participation,

“ ” 

‘us’ ‘them’ 

us

‘them

in-group out-group. 

the police, the president, 

Jonathan insiders, Patience Jonathan Governor Rotimi 

Amaechi, Bukola Saraki, Amaechi’s handlers, Yar’adua,

Hallmark how 

  those 

in the know, this newspaper, 

President, First lady

 
Chairmen of the Nigerian Governors’ 

Forum, Governor Bukola Saraki and Rotimi Amaechi  



Hallmark

lightning rod of the anti-Jonathan movement his conduct  

his utterances are not only embarrassing but reprehensible 

  

it is incomprehensible that a Governor of the Niger-Delta  

would be the rallying point and indeed, the standard 

bearer of the anti-Jonathan movement etc.  

 

Governor Rotimi Amaechi alleged that a detachment 

of policemen refused him entry… 

Amaechi’s handlers have deftly manipulated the 

media, dominated and controlled by the opposition 

political parties  

 

Policemen refused him entry. 

He contested and won. 

passivisation 

He was elected Governor of Rivers State.   

He was duely elected in a credible election. 

 

activation. 

Hallmark 
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His rendition of fact was not exactly factual. 

it is time to call time and draw the curtain.  

This is important for factual clarity. 

The crisis in Port Harcourt is basically a personality 

clash between Governor Amaechi and President 

Jonathan 

…Dr. Bukola Saraki worked assiduously on behalf of the 

hailing Yar’adua. He never sought to supplant, undermine 

or ridicule him. He never used  NGF as a platform to 

mobilize against Yar’adua. 

 

He has sold a captivating narrative of victimhood 

Hallmark insists that Governor Amaechi should call himself to 

order .

(the editorial

A few home truths must be told  

…that he must not be re-elected. 

They should follow due process 

Amaechi should call himself to order 

All these should serve as morality tales for Amaechi  



subjective 

resource 

With as many as sixteen Governors declining to recognize his       

leadership… 

But in order to do that… 

But  victory sparked off a crisis 

But  is also a truism that democracy… 

but 

Of course we recognize that in a democracy…But

 Hallmark 

marked theme. 

 

In what must rank as an incredulous display of politicking… 

All the same, 

But in order to do that effectively, 

Even more importantly,… 
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Even though Amaechi supported Jonathan’s quest for 

presidency… 

With those in the know, 

Hallmark

summary evaluation pragmatic conclusion.

Whatever may be the truth in all these issues, 

should not have been allowed to degenerate to that 

extent. 

is not persuaded that Rotimi Amaechi wants to be 

remembered in history as the Niger Delta Governor 

who betrayed the first Niger Delta president of Nigeria. 

 

 

Hallmark 



after decades of agitation and crusade by Niger Delta 

indigenes for equity, justice and fairness  

legitimation 

narrativisation rationalization strategies. 

legitimation 

rationalizes 

Things 

Fall Apart 

unification fragmentation 

in-group out-

group. It 

Jonathan is Amaechi’s kinsman from South-South geopolitical 

zone 

 

his rendition of facts was not exactly factual 

Amaechi’s handlers deftly manipulated media, etc. 

recruited 

; 
differentiation expurgation 

 

reification naturalization 

xternalization 
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legitimation, unification, 

fragmentation, reification dissimulation 

:



Journal of the Nigeria English 

Studies Association, 

Editorial writing. 

The Functional Analysis of 

English 

Discourse as Social Interaction: A 

Multidisciplinary Introduction.  

Remaking Media: 

The Struggle to Democratize Public Communication. 

 

Stuart Hall: Critical 

Dialogue in Cultural Studies

An Introduction to Functional Grammar  
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Language as Ideology. 

Journal of Communication Inquiry, 

 

Discourse and 

Society,

Discourse 

and Society, 

Critical Approaches 

to Discourse Analysis across Disciplines, 

Critical Approaches for 

Discourse Analysis across Disciplines,

Continuum Companion to Systemic Functional 

Linguistics.  

Social Identity Theory.

Writing for the Media 

Society. 

Discourse and 

Society

International Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 

Introducing Functional Grammar  



Quaderns de Filologia. Estudis 

Linguistics.  

Fundamentals of Editorial Writing. 

Opinions and Ideologies in Editorials 

Ideology. 

The Handbook of Discourse 

Analysis 

Texts and Practices: Readings in Critical Discourse Analysis

Journal of  Language Teaching and Research

 

Discursive 

Pragmatics,  


