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Despite the considerable research carried out in the field of bilingual 

lexicography, several aspects of the Arabic-English dictionary targeting translators 

remain a largely uncharted area. One such area is “idioms” and their various 

manifestations in this type of dictionary. The aim of this paper was to examine three 

interrelated issues. First, it sought to determine if the bilingual dictionary (BD) covers 

this particular lexical phenomenon exhaustively and systematically in its source 

language component. Secondly, it examined canonical variation and its representation 

in the dictionary. Finally, the paper looked into the entry point of full idioms, truncated 

forms and canonical variants. The analysis demonstrated that a significantly large 

number of Arabic idioms are not listed, that the coverage of idioms lacks consistency, 

and that lemmatization is typically characterized by chaos and subjectivity. 
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AED

A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic

DMWA Al-Mawrid A Modern Arabic-English 

Dictionary Al-Murshid A General Arabic-

English Dictionary

 DMSA

KACST



 (the other side of the coin)  

 (back the wrong horse)  (war of nerves) 

 (cloak and dagger)

Al-Mawrid

  a bloody shirt

KACSTAC

 to use the cause as a pretext/ an excuse (for)

prostitutes, call girls, whores, sex workers

Al-Mawrid Al-Mawrid  

lightning without rain Al-

Mawrid DMWA What has the ground to do with the 

Pleiades?

a. stingy b. helpless  c. inexperienced DMWA

Al-Mawrid Al-Murshid

DMWA  powerless, helpless, impotent, weak, incapable; niggardly, stingy.
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Al-Mawrid powerless, impotent, helpless, impuissant, weak, incapable, 

unable, ineffective; niggardly, stingy, parsimonious

Al-Murshid  a. helpless as a babe/ a child/ a ship 

without a rudder b. to be/ lying on one’s back c. impotent d. powerless e. 

incapable f. of limited powers/ capabilities a. costive b. 

miserly c. niggardly d. stingy (inf) e. tight-fisted f. chintzy (inf) g. a cheapskate 

(inf);  inexperienced

in spite 

of him unwillingly or reluctantly DMWA

Al-Murshid Al-Mawrid

DMWA in defiance of him, to spite him

Al-Mawrid in spite of him, in defiance of him, against his will; unwillingly, 

reluctantly, forcedly 

Al-Murshid . against one's will b. unwillingly

 Al-Mawrid

DMWA Al-Murshid

to be or become humble, low or lowly to err, blunder, make a 

mistake DMWA Al-Murshid

Al-Mawrid Al-Murshid

generous . thieving, 

given to stealing . quick to react violently.

be thrown/ fall into a state of chaos and disorder

to disagree, to hold divergent or conflicting views

a traveler who wants to return to his 

country and finds not what will suffice him

he whom the road has brought 

(forth); wayfarer, traveler; he who travels much or often; the traveler who is far 

from his place of abode; the person to whom the way has become cut short (so 

that he is unable to continue his journey) (or) one who desires to return to his 

country or town and finds not what will suffice him; the traveler who is cut from 

his property, the person who desires to go to a country or town other than his 

own for a necessary affair; the guest who has been disable from proceeding his 



journey, his means having failed him

DMWA vagabond, tramp; wayfarer, traveler

Al-Mawrid wayfarer, traveler; passer-by, walker; vagabond, tramp, vagrant, 

hobo, wanderer

Al-Murshid traveler, wayfarer

vagabond, tramp, hobo

vagrant DMWA Al-Mawrid

DMSA

DMSA

  

Ja:mi
c
u 

l-u ool  Niha:yatu l-
c
Arab fi 

Funu:ni l-Adab

Lisa:nu l-
c
Arab al- a a: , al-Qa:mu:su l-Mu i:

Maqa:yi:su lugha

 

KACSTAC
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MSA

 

 

AED

 

DMSA KACSDAC al-

Mu
c
jamu l-Wa i:   

A Touch of Fear

DMWA

Al-Mawrid

Al-Murshid

DMWA



 head hunter

 thinking outside the box

KACSTAC

Al-Ahram

straw in the wind anything 

that may indicate, slightly though, developments likely to occur in the future

insignificant, unimportant.

there is no use 

crying over spilt milk

KACSTAC

 on a hot tin roof

the last straw 

the last straw breaks the laden camel's back

Dombey and Son

KACSTAC

Al-Mawrid Al-Murshid

DMWA Al-

Mawrid
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fish and chips, hammer and tongs a stitch in time 

saves nine as bold as brass, as cool as a cucumber

once upon a time



KACSTAC
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DMWA
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Al-Murshid

DMWA

Al-Mawrid

DMWA

Al-Mawrid

Al-Murshid

DMWA Al-Mawrid

DMWA Al-Mawrid

Al-

Murshid

DMWA Al-Mawrid

DMWA Al-

Mawrid Al-Murshid



DMWA Al-Murshid

Al-Mawrid
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Dictionary of Idioms

The Routledge 

Linguistics Encyclopedia



KACSTAC

 

 

  

Al-Mawrid DMWA

Al-Murshid

DMWA Al-Mawrid

DMWA

Al-Murshid Al-Mawrid

DMWA

Al-Mawrid Al-Murshid

DMWA
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DMWA Al-Mawrid Al-Murshid 

DMWA Al-Mawrid

Al-

Murshid

Al-Mawrid

Al-Mawrid



Al-Mawrid

Al-Mawrid

DMWA

Al-Mawrid DMWA

 

Al-

Mawrid  

  

  

Al-Murshid
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Al-Murshid
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Arabic Idioms: A Corpus-based Study

Studia Anglica Posnaniensia,

Babel

Linguistics and Bilingual Dictionaries

The Oxford Guide to 

Practical Lexicography

In Other Words: A Coursebook on Translation

Phraseologie Phraseology An International Handbook 

of Contemporary Research

Cambridge Grammar of 

English A Comprehensive Guide

Vocabulary: Applied Linguistic Perspectives

Jezikoslovlje,

Idioms: Processing, Structure, and 

Interpretation

Idioms and Idiomacity

Understanding Figurative Language: From 

Metaphors to Idioms

Journal of the Dictionary Society of North America

Proceedings of the 15th 

EURALEX International Congress



Phraseology in Foreign Language Learning 

and Teaching  

Symposium on Lexicography XI, Proceedings of the Eleventh 

International Symposium on Lexicography

Dictionary of 

Lexicography

Phraseology: an interdisciplinary 

perspective

Language,

Idioms: Processing, Structure, and Interpretation

An English-Hungarian Idiom Dictionary for 

Learners of English

Meaning-based Translation. 

English Language Teaching

Euralex 1996 Proceedings

English Idioms Dictionary

Phraseology. Theory, Analysis, 

and Applications

et al. Euralex ’96 

Proceedings

EURALEX 2010 

Proceedings

Proceedings of the 
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XVI EURALEX International Congress: The User in Focus

A Textbook of Translation

Lingua

 

Phraseology: 

an interdisciplinary perspective

A Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic

Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics

 

ELIA

Cards on the Table: Variations in Content and 

Expression in Swedish Idioms

ZüriLEX 1986 Proceedings Euralex International 

Congress

Manual of Lexicography

Al-Murshid: A General Arabic-English 

Dictionary. 

Al-Mawrid: A Modern Arabic-English Dictionary
c

Mu
c
jam al-lughah al_

c
Arabiyah al-

mu
c
a: irah

 MacMillan English Dictionary for Advanced 

Learners

 The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms

 Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English



A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic

Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary

Longman Idioms Dictionary


