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This paper applies literary reading techniques to journalism. The texts under 

study are British editorial essays reacting to Arab journalism about the death of 

Princess Diana, a British national tragedy, and also a moment of unique Arab/Western 

interface, since she died in a car crash with her Egyptian lover, Dodi Fayed. The texts 

are about Arabs: one a response to Arab publications on Diana’s death, the other a 

tendentious consideration of the possibility of conspiracy in her death. Literary parallels 

are made with Othello and Antony and Cleopatra, and correctives offered from 

contemporary sources. Inspired by the work of Edward Said and Rana Kabbani, the 

study reveals the hidden desires that obscure western descriptions of Arab reality, how 

Orientalist stereotypes invade the most liberal western prose; and that the voice of Iago 

is still speaking. 

 

Orientalism Culture and Imperialism

Covering Islam

Othello



Rasselas

The Clash of 

Civilizations

The Independent

Pity the Nation

The Great War for 

Civilisation

Othello



International Journal of Arabic-English Studies (IJAES)                              Vol. 17, 2017 

The Independent on Sunday

Al-Ahram Weekly



The Independent on Sunday



International Journal of Arabic-English Studies (IJAES)                              Vol. 17, 2017 

The Independent on Sunday



The Independent



International Journal of Arabic-English Studies (IJAES)                              Vol. 17, 2017 

Antony and Cleopatra

The Independent on 

Sunday  

Othello The Independent

on Sunday

Othello



The Independent on Sunday



International Journal of Arabic-English Studies (IJAES)                              Vol. 17, 2017 

The Independent on Sunday

Othello



Othello

The Letter



International Journal of Arabic-English Studies (IJAES)                              Vol. 17, 2017 

The Independent on 

Sunday

Othello

Antony and Cleopatra



The 

Independent on Sunday

Othello



International Journal of Arabic-English Studies (IJAES)                              Vol. 17, 2017 

The Clash of Fundamentalisms: Crusades, Jihads and 

Modernity

The Independent 

on Sunday

Othello International Journal of Arab-English Studies

Rasselas

Abhath Al-Yarmouk

Rasselas

English Studies in Canada

Psalms

The Independent 

on Sunday

Pity the Nation

The Great War for Civilisation: The Conquest of the 

Middle East

Howard’s End.

The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking 

of World Order. 

 Nationalism, Colonialism, 

and Literature

Europe’s Myths of Orient

Covering Islam: How the Media and the Experts 

Determine How We See the Rest of the World

Orientalism.

Culture and Imperialism.

Al-Ahram 

Antony and Cleopatra

Four Great 

Tragedies



Al-

Ahram Weekly

Writing Sites: A Genealogy of Post-Modern Writing


